
                                                                                                                             

Deputy Director Biodiversity  
Research and Monitoring  
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P.O. Box 40241-00100  
Nairobi, Kenya                                                  
  
  
RE: Leopard Study and Compensation Program in the Mara                                                          
28.03.2017 
                                                                                          

Leopards are declining across the majority of their range due to habitat and prey loss, and exploitation 
thus considered as  “Vulnerable” by the IUCN and are listed in CITES Appendix 2cd. Interviewing local 
communities around the Maasai Mara National Reserve, conducted by our research team in 2012-2015 
indicated that 89% of local pastoralists confuse leopard for a cheetah, thereby mistakenly persecuting 
both species for livestock depredation.  

Following a show of interest by the KWS in understanding the status and threats facing leopards in 
Kenya, we would like to establish a program on leopard study and compensation, which will be conducted 
within the Mara-Meru cheetah project in partnership with the Foundation Leopard. The key reason for this 
program is to assist in the formulation of wildlife management policies in the Mara, using scientifically 
gathered and recorded data. It is essential that management practices be established to address issues 
surrounding conflicts between people and predators.  

The Goal: Improving pastoralism as a local livelihood system through the study of the spotted felines 
(Cheetah and Leopard)     
Objectives: 
1) To promote an understanding of  leopard ecology, threats and population dynamics  
2) To create jobs for the locals  
3) To enhance local knowledge and learning through short and long term attachment and internship                
           opportunities for students from local universities   
4) To foster positive attitudes and reduce retaliatory attacks onto these species through a well well 

structured  compensation program  

With this regard, we Mara-Meru Cheetah Project hereby applies to the Kenya Wildlife Service for 
recognition of this program, by extension to be part and parcel of the Mara-Meru Cheetah Project’s 
permit. It is an honor being affiliated to you since the commencement of the Mara-Meru Cheetah Project 
and we continuously value your support.    

Thank you in advance and we look forward to your positive response.  
Sincerely,  

Dr. Elena Chelysheva 
Project Manager and Principal Investigator 
Mara-Meru Cheetah Project


